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,o the quarters of the brigade commander, Bogatiriev. As
soon as he heard who had been captured Bogatiriev jumped
ip as though possessed. He hurriedly buttoned up his
,rousers, lit a lamp, and asked the officer to sit down.
" How were you . . . How was it you were captured ? "
fe asked.
" I came voluntarily. I want to talk to you alone. Order
the others to go out."
Bogatiriev waved his hand, and the company commander
and the gaping master of the house left the room. His face
expressive of his curiosity, Bogatiriev sat down at a table.
The officer Voronovsky smiled under his black moustache.
" Allow me first to say a word or two about myself/' he
said, " then I will tell you the mission on which I am come.
I am a noble by birth, and was a staff-captain in the Tsar's
service. During the German war I served at the front.
In 1918 I was mobilised by decree of the Soviet government,
and am now in command of the Red Serdobsky regiment.
For some time I have been waiting for an oppdttunity to
come over to your ... to the side of those fighting the
Bolsheviks/'
" You waited a long time, captain ! "
" I know; but I wanted to wipe out my guilt to Russia
by not only coming over myself, but bringing the Red
soldiers under me as well (or rather, the most reliable of
them) who had been deceived by the communists and
dragged into this fratricidal war/'
Glancing at Bogatiriev and noticing his unbelieving smile,
Vpronovsky started like a girl and hurriedly continued :
**" " Naturally, you must feel a certain amount ,of distrust in
me and my words. I should feel the same in your place.
Let me prove to you by irrefutable facts . . /' He threw
back his greatcoat and drew a penknife from his pocket,
unpicked the hem of his greatcoat with it, and drew out
some yellow documents and a tiny photograph. Bogatiriev
carefully examined the documents. One of them certified
that the bearer was lieutenant Voronovsky of the UTth
Liubomirsky regiment, and was signed and sealed by the
f chief surgeon of a field-hospital. The other documents and
the photograph conclusively proved the truth of
Voronovsky's statement.
" Well, and what next ? " Bogatiriev asked.